
[bookmark: _Hlk196763175]CENTER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
February 22, 2026 10am
First Sunday in Lent
Deacons on Duty for February: Olivia Weber, Bobby Valenti, Deb Pokrinchak
                                                    and Rhonda Strycharz 
*This worship service is being streamed live on Facebook*
[bookmark: _Hlk211329281]PRELUDE                                                                                                                Matt Valenti 
† Please stand if you are able.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                Reverend Averill

Meditation Moment                                                                                                    Matt Valenti
                                      
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                  Reverend Averill
[bookmark: _Hlk124927104][bookmark: _Hlk135818058]Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, Our Lord: Welcome to this time set aside to focus on the Holy Spirit who is working among us.  May our hearts be open and eager to receive God’s Word this morning!

Children’s Moment
  All hymns are from the Grey Hymnal
† HYMN 663                               Stand up, Stand up for Jesus                         Matt Valenti
  
[bookmark: _Hlk146098247][bookmark: _Hlk152061098][bookmark: _GoBack]INVOCATION (UNISON)                                                                                             Deb Casey 
Dear Lord, we come together to worship you.  Help turn our minds to you during this service so that we may better understand you and the words of your Holy Book.  AMEN.
 
LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON)                                                                                                   Deb Casey 
 Let us join together to speak the words Jesus taught us….Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen.

†GLORIA PATRI:  (please stand if you are able)
[bookmark: _Hlk131062526][bookmark: _Hlk124927171][bookmark: _Hlk146098339][bookmark: _Hlk152061348][bookmark: _Hlk183681770]Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end, Amen.

CENTER FAITH SINGERS
[bookmark: _Hlk135818306][bookmark: _Hlk141695189][bookmark: _Hlk204596331]RESPONSIVE READING (adapted from Psalm 32)                                                    Deb Casey 
Leader: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
People: Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity and in whose spirit 
              there is no deceit.
Leader: While I kept silent, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.
People: For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as 
             by the heat of summer.
Leader: Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity—
People: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the guilt 
             of my sin. 
Leader: Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you—
People: At a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.
Leader: You are a hiding place for me. You preserve me from trouble.
People: You surround me with glad cries of deliverance.
Leader: I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my 
             eye upon you.
People: Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must be 
             curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you.
Leader: Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in 
             the LORD.
People: Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright 
             in heart.

[bookmark: _Hlk128036846]†HYMN 45                               Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                 Matt Valenti
[bookmark: _Hlk135818699][bookmark: _Hlk135818460][bookmark: _Hlk146098039] 
Old Testament Lesson (NRSVue)         Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7                      Deb Casey 
(see insert)

New Testament Lesson (NRSVue)                Romans 5:12-19             Reverend Averill
(see insert) 

MORNING MESSAGE                     “The God Who Comes Looking”             Reverend Averill

OUR GIFTS, TITHES AND MORNING OFFERINGS 
Please place prayer request cards in offering plates
†DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                         Matt Valenti

†PRAYER OF OFFERING                                                                                           Reverend Averill
Dear Lord, we offer up to you these gifts, both monetary and spiritual, which are given to you this day in this your House. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                        Reverend Averill

Intensive Prayers                                                                                                 Reverend Averill

† HYMN 317                         All People that on Earth do Dwell                       Matt Valenti

Benediction (Please remain seated)                                                          Reverend Averill The Love of God the Father, the Grace of God the Son, and the Fellowship of God the Holy Spirit be with you now and always.  AMEN 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              Matt Valenti











