
[bookmark: _Hlk196763175]CENTER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
March 8, 2026 10am
Third Sunday in Lent
Deacons on Duty for March: Cheryl Smith, Chrissy Black, Rob Kirschner
                                                    and Bobby Valenti 
*This worship service is being streamed live on Facebook*
[bookmark: _Hlk211329281]PRELUDE                                                                                                                Matt Valenti 
† Please stand if you are able.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                Reverend Averill

Meditation Moment                                                                                            Reverend Averill 
                                      
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                  Reverend Averill
[bookmark: _Hlk124927104][bookmark: _Hlk135818058]Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, Our Lord: Welcome to this time set aside to focus on the Holy Spirit who is working among us.  May our hearts be open and eager to receive God’s Word this morning!

Children’s Moment
  All hymns are from the Grey Hymnal
† HYMN 634                           Guide me, O Thou Great Jehovah                        Matt Valenti
  
[bookmark: _Hlk146098247][bookmark: _Hlk152061098]INVOCATION (UNISON)                                                                                        Bill Hohensee
Almighty God, we come before you with humble hearts, mindful of the sacredness of this moment. Your Word reminds us that Jesus took the bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” We thank you for this gift of life.  AMEN.

[bookmark: _GoBack]LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON)                                                                                            Bill Hohensee  
Let us join together to speak the words Jesus taught us….Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen.

†GLORIA PATRI:  (please stand if you are able)
[bookmark: _Hlk131062526][bookmark: _Hlk124927171][bookmark: _Hlk146098339][bookmark: _Hlk152061348][bookmark: _Hlk183681770]Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end, Amen.

CENTER FAITH SINGERS                         “Cantata:  Part 1”         Reverend Averill Narrator

[bookmark: _Hlk135818306][bookmark: _Hlk141695189][bookmark: _Hlk204596331]RESPONSIVE READING (adapted from Psalm 95)                                              Bill Hohensee 
Leader: O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
            salvation!
People: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving—
Leader: let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
People: For the LORD is a great God and a great King above all gods.
Leader: In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.
People: The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
Leader: O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
People: For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his 
             hand.
Leader: O that today you would listen to his voice!
People: Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the 
             wilderness, when your ancestors tested me and put me to the proof, though they 
             had seen my work.
Leader: For forty years I loathed that generation and said, “They are a people whose hearts 
             go astray, and they do not regard my ways.”
People: Therefore in my anger I swore, “They shall not enter my rest.”

[bookmark: _Hlk128036846]†HYMN 213                            When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                    Matt Valenti
[bookmark: _Hlk135818699][bookmark: _Hlk135818460][bookmark: _Hlk146098039] 
Old Testament Lesson (NRSVue)               Exodus 17:1-7                 Bill Hohensee
Water from the Rock
17 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
New Testament Lesson (NRSVue)       1 Corinthians 10:1-5               Reverend Averill
Warnings from Israel’s History
10 I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

MORNING MESSAGE                            “Striking the Rock”                            Reverend Averill

OUR GIFTS, TITHES AND MORNING OFFERINGS 
Please place prayer request cards in offering plates
†DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                         Matt Valenti

†PRAYER OF OFFERING                                                                                           Reverend Averill
Dear Lord, we offer up to you these gifts, both monetary and spiritual, which are given to you this day in this your House. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                        Reverend Averill

Intensive Prayers                                                                                                 Reverend Averill

† HYMN 227                                         Rock of Ages                                            Matt Valenti

Benediction (Please remain seated)                                                          Reverend Averill The Love of God the Father, the Grace of God the Son, and the Fellowship of God the Holy Spirit be with you now and always.  AMEN 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              Matt Valenti











