
[bookmark: _Hlk196763175]CENTER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
March 15, 2026 10am
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Deacons on Duty for March: Cheryl Smith, Chrissy Black, Rob Kirschner
                                                    and Bobby Valenti 
*This worship service is being streamed live on Facebook*
[bookmark: _Hlk211329281]PRELUDE                                                                                                                Matt Valenti 
† Please stand if you are able.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                Reverend Averill

Meditation Moment      Ten Thousand Angels       Interpretive Dance: Emily LaPointe                                                                             
                                      
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                  Reverend Averill
[bookmark: _Hlk124927104][bookmark: _Hlk135818058]Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, Our Lord: Welcome to this time set aside to focus on the Holy Spirit who is working among us.  May our hearts be open and eager to receive God’s Word this morning!

Children’s Moment
  All hymns are from the Grey Hymnal
† HYMN 362                                     Morning Has Broken                               Matt Valenti
  
[bookmark: _Hlk146098247][bookmark: _Hlk152061098]INVOCATION (UNISON)                                                                                       Derek Waters
O God, as we enter this wilderness time of Lent, we know that we are not alone. You have journeyed before us. Teach us your ways, so that we might proclaim the good news of Christ's resurrection fully.  AMEN.

LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON)                                                                                           Derek Waters  
Let us join together to speak the words Jesus taught us….Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen.

†GLORIA PATRI:  (please stand if you are able)
[bookmark: _Hlk131062526][bookmark: _Hlk124927171][bookmark: _Hlk146098339][bookmark: _Hlk152061348][bookmark: _Hlk183681770]Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end, Amen.

CENTER FAITH SINGERS                Cantata Part 2                       Reverend Averill, Narrator         
[bookmark: _Hlk135818306][bookmark: _Hlk141695189][bookmark: _Hlk204596331]RESPONSIVE READING (adapted from Psalm 23)                                            Derek Waters  
Leader: The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
People: He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he 
            restores my soul. 
Leader: He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
People: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for you are with 
             me.
Leader: Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
People: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
             head with oil.
Leader: My cup overflows.
People: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
            dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 

[bookmark: _Hlk128036846]†HYMN 60                                    Great Is Thy Faithfulness                               Matt Valenti
[bookmark: _Hlk135818699][bookmark: _Hlk135818460][bookmark: _Hlk146098039] 
Old Testament Lesson (NRSVue)               Samuel 16:1-13                Derek Waters 
(see insert) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
New Testament Lesson (NRSVue)       Ephesians 5:8-14                     Reverend Averill
8 for once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
    Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

MORNING MESSAGE                                       “Psalm 23”                                Reverend Averill

OUR GIFTS, TITHES AND MORNING OFFERINGS 
Please place prayer request cards in offering plates
†DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                         Matt Valenti



†PRAYER OF OFFERING                                                                                           Reverend Averill
Dear Lord, we offer up to you these gifts, both monetary and spiritual, which are given to you this day in this your House. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                        Reverend Averill

Intensive Prayers                                                                                                 Reverend Averill

† HYMN 52                      “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”                           Matt Valenti

Benediction (Please remain seated)                                                          Reverend Averill The Love of God the Father, the Grace of God the Son, and the Fellowship of God the Holy Spirit be with you now and always.  AMEN 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              Matt Valenti











