Act of Baptism

Reverend: By what name will your child be called?

Parents: Hunter Michael Skoczylas

Reverend: Hunter Michael Skoczylas, I baptize you in the name of the Fa-
ther, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

People: AMEN

Reverend: The Holy Spirit be upon you, child of God, disciple of Christ,
member of the church.

The Congregation Remembers Baptism

Reverend: Eternal God, you have come to us in Jesus Christ, given us a
new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and forgiven all our sins,
Bless us now with the grace we need to fulfill what we have
promised.

People: Keep us faithful to our Savior Jesus Christ, forever and
ever. Amen.

Reverend: Remember your baptism and be thankful.
People: Amen.

Reverend: Renew in us, O God, all the gifts of baptism—strength for
life’s journey, courage in time of suffering, the joy of faith, the
freedom of love, and the hope of new life; through Jesus Christ
who makes us one. Send us in your Name, Holy One, Amen.
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Sacrament of Baptism

The Sacrament of Baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of
God. Inasmuchas the promise of the Gospel is not only to us but also to
our children, baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their
acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their
participation in God’s forgiveness, and the beginning of their growth
into full Christian faith and discipleship.

Welcome

Reverend: They were bringing children to Jesus that Jesus might touch
them; and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it,
Jesus was indignant. He said to them;

People: “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to
such belongs the realm of God. Truly, I say to you, who ever
does not receive the realm of God like a child shall never
enter it.”

Reverend: And Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his
hands upon them.

Congregational Response

Reverend: Dear friends, on this day of re-creation we recall Christ’s
baptism, and we claim and remember our own.
People: We gather at this font of living water to celebrate the gift of
God’s redeeming grace.

Reverend: For just as the body is one and has many members and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ.

People: For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews
or Greeks, slaves or free, male or female—and were all made
to drink of one Spirit.

Reverend: Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of
1t.
Address

Reverend: Jesus said “Unless we are born anew, we cannot see the reign
of God; unless we are born of the water and Spirit, we cannot enter God’s
new order. As soon as Jesus was baptized by John he came up out of the
water. Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the spirit of God
coming down like a dove and lighting around him. Then a voice said
from heaven “ This is my Son whom I am well pleased.” At another time
Jesus said: Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Affirmation of Faith To the parents and godparents

Reverend: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your
commitment to Jesus Christ?

People: I do.

Reverend: Do you believe in God?

People: I believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth.

Reverend: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, the only one begotten of God before
all worlds.

Reverend: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
People: I believe in God, the Holy Spirit.

Reverend: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and community, in
the of bread, and in prayer?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Reverend: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
respecting the dignity of every human being?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Blessing of Water

Reverend: Let us pray: We thank you, God, for the gift of creation called
forth by your saving Word. Before the world had shape and form, your
spirit moved over the waters. Out of the waters of the deep, you formed
the firmament and brought forth the earth to sustain all life. In the time of
Noah, you washed the earth with the waters of the flood, and your ark of
salvation bore a new beginning. In the time of Moses and Miriam your
people Israel passed through the Red Sea waters from slavery to freedom
and crossed the flowing Jordan to enter the promised land. In the fullness
of time you sent Jesus Christ who was nurtured in the water of Mary’s
womb.

Jesus was baptized by John in the water of the Jordan become living
water to a woman at the Samaritan well, washed the feet of the disciples
and sent them forth to baptize all nations by water and the Holy Spirit.
Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water that by it we may be
reminded of our baptism into Jesus Christ and that by the power of your
Holy Spirit we may be kept faithful until you receive us at last in your
eternal home.

People: Glory to you, eternal God, the one who was and is, and shall
always be, world without end. Amen.



